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probability that up to that time Anne had success-
fully held'her royal lover at arm's length ; but with
Cranrner, or another such as he, at Lambeth her
triumph was only a matter of the few weeks neces-
sary to carry out the formalities; and by the end
of the month of August 1532 she probably became
the  King's mistress*     This  alone would explain
the extraordinary proceedings when,  on   the   ist
September, she was created Marchioness of Pem-
broke in her own right.    It was Sunday morning
before Mass at Windsor, where the new French
alliance was to be ratified, that the King and his
nobles  and   the  French  ambassador  met   in   the
great presence chamber and Anne knelt to receive
the coronet and robe of her rank, the first peeress
ever created in her own right in England :   pre-
cedence being given to her before the two other
English marchionesses, both ladies  of the  blood
royal.    Everything that could add prestige to the
ceremony was done.    Anne herself was dressed in
regal crimson velvet and ermine ; splendid presents
were made to her by the enamoured  King,   fit
more for a sovereign's consort than his mistress;
a thousand pounds a year and lands were settled
upon  her,  and  her rank  and  property were  to
descend to the issue male of her body.    But the
cloven hoof is shown by the omission from the
patent of the usual legitimacy clause.    Even  if,
after all,  the cup of queendom was dashed from
her lips untasted, she had made not a bad bargain
for herself.   Her short triumph, indeed, was rapidly
coming.     She had fought strenuously for it for
many  years;   and   now  most  of the  legal   bars
against her had fallen.     But,   withal,  there  was